Just a few months after his 
appointment as vice presi 
American Association of State Highway — 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere became the 
first New Jerseyan appointed AASHTO 
President on January 10. : 

Lettiere assumed the position when 
Commissioner J. Bryan Nicol of the 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
and AASHTO President, resigned. 

“Commissioner Lettiere is well- 
known to the state transportation 
community, particularly in his 
leadership in the strategic planning 
effort and in the areas of financial 
management and planning,” said 
AASHTO Executive Director John 
Horsley. 

AASHTO’s current mission is the 
reauthorization of federal transportation 


-Lettiere is a New Jersey ‘first’ 


funding. TEA-21, the Transportation. 
Equity Act for the 21* Century, is the 
s 


ix-year federal law authorizing federal 
highway and transit programs that 
expired September 30, 2003. 

Federal aid has continued the 
program through extensions, the latest 
of which will expire May 31, 2005. If the 
bill is not passed, the states will bear 
the full responsibility of highway and 
bridge repair. 

Fortunately, Lettiere has 
served as a member and vice chair 
of the AASHTO Working Group on 
Financial Issues that developed the 
association’s recommendations for the 
reauthorization. 

He will host AASHTO’s national 
spring meeting in Atlantic City in May. 
The four-day conference will draw 
CEOs and other policy makers from 


transportation departments all over ihe 
nation. 

Lettiere will seek the 
recommendation of the AASHTO 
chief executives from the South East 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, to fill a 
vacancy — the job of AASHTO Vice 
President. 

AASHTO, a nonprofit nonpartisan 
association founded in 1914, represents 
transportation departments in the 50 
states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico. It supports transportation 
by air, highway, public transport, rail 
and water. 

It also plays a critical role 
determining national transportation 
policy and standards and is currently 
focused on the reauthorization of the 
federal transportation bill. 


__ just a preacher as his father was. B the Montgo 
_ Improvement Association wanted King because he was not 


connected to any groups. __ : 
This country experienced a form of apartheid,” I 
said. “South Africa used this country’s segregation pr 
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Security, Smart Growth, quality of a 
sound life and bike and pedestrian safety 
were addressed by NJDOT employees 
atthe 85" Annual 
meeting of the 
Transportation 
Research 
Board (TRB) in 
Washington, D.C. 
last month. Here’s 
what they had to 
say. 
*Security is a a 
dominant focus in Capers 
transportation. 

With the heightened security 
environment after 9/11, Manager Harry 
Capers chaired the initial meeting of 
the committee on Safety and Security of 
Bridges and Structure. It helped the main 
Safety and Security Committee identify 
relevant issues, costs and strategies 
for transportation agencies. “They use 
this information to assess and manage 
the safety and security of bridges and 
structures in their areas,” said Capers. 

Capers also chaired the TRB 
Committee on General Structures, 
which is concerned with all factors of 
bridges and structures for transportation 
systems, including, but not limited to 
service life, economy, appearance and 
safety and security. The objectives of the 
committee include the advancement of 
new knowledge and the development 
of new design concepts and systems. 

At this year’s meeting, the committee 
approved a new TRB circular titled 
“Calibration to determine load and 
resistance factors for geotechnical and 
structural design.” 

¢ NJDOT’s Smart Growth is a 
balancing act. 

When Florida, Oregon and New 
Jersey DOTs were 
asked to highlight 
their efforts to 
address the links 
between road 
investments and 
local land use and 
development in 
a TRB Meeting 
panel session titled 
“State Departments 
of Transportation and Local Land 
Development,” New Jersey cited its 
Smart Growth initiative. 

It’s about alleviating congestion. 
The concept of factoring transportation 
in at the earliest stages of project 
development to prevent sprawl, rather 
than making highway improvements 
after the project is completed is Smart 
Growth. 


Crichton-Sumners 


Supervising Engineer 2 Camille 
Crichton-Sumners of Surface Design 
presented NJDOT’s policy of using 
the Smart Growth approach to project 
development by initiating several 
land use studies that foster these 
ideals. They include Route 1, Route 
9 Lakewood, Route 31, the Route 17 
Corridor, Route 57, Route 130, Route 322 
and the Route 295 interchanges. 

“This is an effort to balance the 
competing transportation needs with 
the existing budget,” said Crichton- 
Sumners. 

“From a general standpoint, 

New Jersey had initiated extensive 
interagency coordination with 
several agencies in the state’s 
departments: Education, Community 
Affairs, Environmental Protection 
and Commerce, to make sure that 
their issues concerning growth and 
development are integrated with the 
Smart Growth pilot studies.” 

In the panel discussion, Crichton- 
Sumners presented the example 
of the Route 31 corridor approach 
to integrating the land use and 
transportation needs. Florida outlined 
their Access Management Program and 
Oregon shared highlights from their 
Interchange Management Program. 
¢ Noise won't kill you, but it can drive 
you crazy. 

Noise is a 
quality of life 
issue in many 
areas of the world, 
including the state 
of New Jersey. 
With the increase 
in car and truck 
traffic, noise levels 
are accelerating 
and methods to reduce those levels 
are under evaluation. The results of 
recent research performed by Rutgers 
Asphalt Pavement Laboratory for the 
Department was summarized and 
presented at the meeting: “Comparison 
of Thin-Lift HMA (Hot-Mix) Surfaces in 
New Jersey.” 

According to Andris Jumikis, 

P.E. and Supervising Engineer of the 
Pavement Management and Technology 
Unit, the research shows the Thin-Lift 
Hot-Mix is preferable to noise barriers. 

“Tt contains the noise at the 
source, specifically at the tire-pavement 
interface.” said Jumikis. “While tire 
companies have been doing their share 
by designing quieter tires, NJDOT has 
been evaluating different mixes that 
mitigate pavement-tire noise because of 
changes in pavement acoustic properties 


Jumikis 


Bremer-Nei 


without compromising safety in skid 
resistance, durability, maintenance and 
cost. An additional benefit is that spray 
is reduced. It’s the right treatment at the 
right cost. 

NJDOTers Eileen Sheehy and 
Bob Sauber, Tom Benert of Rutgers 
and Frank Fee of Citgo presented this 
research with Jumikis. 
¢ Walking or biking, learn safety first. 

The choice is yours. Whether you 
choose to walk as a pedestrian or pedal 
as a bicyclist, the key is to do it safely. 
TRB Meeting attendees had a chance 
to learn this and other safety tips by 
viewing videos -- 65 tapes from all over 
the world -- in a special video room 
organized by Supervising Planner Elise 
Bremer-Nei of the NJDOT Office of 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs. 

“This year the video room was 
a one-day event instead of two days 
Continued on back page 
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Lettiere announces new chief of staff 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere 
mixed holiday wishes with business 
when he announced at the annual 
holiday breakfast that the Director 
of Communications, Joe Fiordaliso. 
would become his chief of staff . 
Former chief of staff Kris Kolluri 
had resigned to 
practice law. 
And, 
=) Fiordaliso has 
—>* an agenda. 
“Tt’s my 
goal as chief 
of staff to lead 
the department 
through 
reauthorization 
of the federal 
law (TEA-21) 
x= that provides 
funding to 
fix roads and 
_ bridges in New 
Jersey and 


Lettiere 
to focus on the renewal of the state’s 
Transportation Trust Fund,” he said. 

“Because Commissioner Lettiere is 


now also the president of the American 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), 

I expect that my role will expand, 
particularly in Washington D.C., 
advocating on behalf of New Jersey’s 
interests. 

“It’s a lot different from my first 
days as Director of Communications 
when there were three snowstorms 
in one week and | had to handle the 
media live at 4 a.m.” 

Fiordaliso, who has been with 
the Department for two years, initially 
served as Special Assistant to the 
Commissioner. His major project at 
that time was the Governor’s First 
Annual Transportation Conference, 
in partnership with the New Jersey 
Alliance for Action. With other staff 
members, Fiordaliso coordinated 
several aspects of the conference. 

The vacancy left by Fiordaliso’s 
appointment made way for the Deputy 
Director of Communications, Mare 
Lavorgna, to move into the Director’s 
slot. Moving from the Deputy’s 
office to the Director’s office —just 


Lyszczek heads new office 


Chet Lyszczek has been named 
Assistant Commissioner of the Office 
of Transportation Security. In this 
role Lyszczek will coordinate all state 
efforts for transportation security, 
including a phased implementation 
of transportation security initiatives 
for bridges, tunnels, rail freight, truck, 


trains, buses, ferries, airports, port and 
air freight cargo facilities and modes of 
transportation. 

In his announcement of the 
appointment Lettiere said, “Lyszczek’s 
background as NJDOT’s Emergency 
Management Coordinator and his work 
in the recovery efforts during and after 


Fiordaliso 


five feet away — Lavorgna sees the 
Communications Office as a well-oiled 
wheel that keeps the Department 
moving. 

Just like his predecessor, 
Lavorgna’s indoctrination into the 
position was the major snow event and 
a state of emergency on January 22, 
dumping from 14 inches to two feet of 
snow on the state. Now it’s Lavorgna’s 
turn to deal with snow reports at 4 a.m. 


9/11, the I-80 bridge fire in Denville 
and the floods in Burlington and 
Camden counties makes him uniquely 
qualified for this responsibility.” 
Second in command to Lyszczek 
is Harold Neil. Other staff members 
include Lance Weight, Dominick 
Critelli and Noreen Cardinali. 


Directors name managers, regional maintenance engineer 


Gary Toth, Director of Project 
Planning & Development, has 
appointed Michael Russo Manager for 
the North Region. 

Brian Strizki, State Transportation 
Engineer, Director of Design Services, 


announced appointments in the Bureau 
of Civil Engineering. They are: David 
Bizuga, Manager 2, Design Unit North, 
Snehal Patel, Manager 3, Design Unit 
Central and Michael Martynenko, 
Manager 2, Design Unit South. 


NJ DOT pays tri bute Continued from front page 


seat on the city’s public buses as they were desegregated. 
Hamm emphasized that we should apply King’s 


beliefs to our own lives. 


“Ask yourself what you can do to make a difference,” 
said Hamm. “Remember that you wouldn’t have anything 
if it weren’t for those people who marched and protested to 


give you the freedoms you have now.” 


Nelida Valentin, Director of Civil Rights/ Affirmative 
Action, who emceed the Martin Luther King tribute, called 
for a “spirit of awareness” in everyday lives. 

Rev. Thomas Johnson of Community Relations 
lead the opening prayer that was followed by a musical 


William Carter, Executive 
Director of Regional Operations 
South, appointed C. William 
Kingsland as Regional Maintenance 
Engineer for South Region 
Operations. 


rendition of The Lord's Prayer by Shaenna Bradley of Project, 
Planning & Development. 


Organizers of the Martin Luther King program 


were Black History Committee members Bradley, Nancy 
Ciaruffoli of Administration, Daniels, Anthony Davis 
of Planning & Development, Iris Gerald-Lowe of Civil 


Rights / Affirmative Action, Barbara Haynes of Community 


Relations, Michelle Jordan of Communications, Lorraine 
Stallings of Research and Technology, Ivette Santiago- 
Green, Vicki Tilghman-Ansley and Valentin of Civil Rights / 
Affirmative Action and Meg Frampton and Eddie Robertson 
of the Commissioner’s office. 


Retirees report ‘life after NJDOT’ |{. 


Retirees don’t just sit home; 
they do lunch. As a guest at the 
DOT Retirees Association (DOTRA) 
holiday luncheon last month, 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere thanked 
former NJDOTers for their years of 
service, and their abilities and hard 
work that made NJDOT what it is 
today. 

Although they’ ve left the 
Department's workaday world, most 
are involved in activities or other jobs. 

One of those active retired 
NJDOTers is Tom Pierce of 
Haddonfield, who turned 100 years 
old in June 2004. Pierce is proof that 
there really is “life after NJDOT.” 

“I was a Specification Engineer in 
the South Region and also worked in 
Right of Way in Trenton,” said Pierce. 
“T retired in 1965 and have been busy 
ever since. Although I moved to an 
assisted living facility two years ago, 


Retirees 
August 1, 2004 

Rolando Lao, after 27 years, Senior Engineer; Michael 
Bejger, after 26 years, Truck Driver, Single Axle; Richard 
Braconi, after 25 years, Principal Environmental Technician; 
Willie Sims, after 18 years, Assistant Crew Supervisor, 
Highway Maintenance; Thomas Dillon, after 12 years, 
Senior Right of Way Negotiator 
September 1, 2004 

Paul Houck, after 34 years, Construction and 
Maintenance Technician I; Harvey Broxmeyer, after 32 
years, Truck Driver, Single Axle; David Tanguay, after 26 
years, Truck Driver, Single Axle; Joseph Rzepka, after 25 
years, Crew Supervisor Mechanics; Anthony Crescenzo, 
after 25 years, Truck Driver, Single Axle; Henry Hewitt, 
after 15 years, Right of Way Research Analyst 

October 1, 2004 

Thomas McLoughlin, after 37 years, Crew Supervisor 
Highway Maintenance; George Perry, after 30 years, 
Construction and Maintenance Technician I; Kenneth Daly, 
after 18 years, Construction and Maintenance Technician 4, 
Diana Cole, after 16 years, Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 3 


Obituaries 


Retiree Joseph J. Odas died December 13 in 
Plainsboro. His son William, daughter Denise Ronca, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, survives the 
Army Air Corps veteran of World War II in the North 
Africa Theater of Operations. 

Retiree John F Summers died December 14 in 
Trenton. His wife Lois, son Jack and granddaughter 
Heather Bilanin and nieces survive the former NIDOT 
Central Services Director. 

Former Attorney with the Office of Regulatory 
Affairs Frank J. Fitzsimmons died December 15 in 
Little Falls. His wife Linda, sons James and Kevin and 
daughter Kelly Murphy survive him. 

Retiree Charles R. Cramer Sr. died December 25 
in Philadelphia. His wife Theresa, daughter Catherine 


Master.” 


I'm working.” 


month for lunch. 


stopped driving at that time, I do 
nothing related to work, but I try 
everything when it comes to activities 
here. I am a Grand Lodge member of 
the Masonic Order; I was Past Grand 


Fellow retiree Ken Hey of 
Sewell, who retired in 1980 as Bureau 
Chief of Equipment, says of Pierce, 
“He’s a marvel. Busy all of the time. 
To call him you have to schedule the 
calls in between his activities. But 
then, I don’t have much time either. 


Central Region retirees Ed 
Sommers, Frank Spinozzi, Jim 
Bohonyi, Fred Burns, Fred LoHota, 
Lou Stoetzel and Tony Infante make 
time to meet in Freehold once a 


“The invitation is open to 
anyone who can make it,” Sommers 
said. Join them at Perkins Pancake 


Pierce, Hey 


House on Route 9 in Freehold, 
11:30 a.m. on March 3 and the first 
Thursday of every month thereafter. 


November 1, 2004 

Wayne Mangold, after 32 years, Crew Supervisor, 
Highway Maintenance; Anthony Brinker, after 26 years, 
Crew Supervisor, Building Maintenance; Anthony Infante, 
after 20 years, Central Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 2; Rocco Iacovelli, after 19 years, Drawbridge 
Operations Bridge Operator 
December 1, 2004 

Robert Baretta, after 37 years, Crew Supervisor, 
Highway Maintenance; Marvin Cole, after 34 years, Truck 
Driver, Single Axle; Glenn Henson, after 33 years, Equipment 
Operator; James Cornick, after 28 years, Crew Supervisor; 
Herman Pharo, after 28 years, Crew Supervisor Highway 
Maintenance; Susan Draus, after 11 years, Secretarial Assistant 
2; Robert Chalow, after 7 years, Automotive Mechanic 
January 1, 2005 

Andrew Verdi, after 43 years, Body and Fender 
Mechanic; John Tumbelty CPM, after 41 years, Principal 
Right of Way Negotiator; Stephen Chillemi, after 32 years, 
Crew Supervisor; Jake Boyington, after 26 years, Crew 
Supervisor Mechanics; Leon Cole after 19 years, Automotive 
Mechanic : 


Pavlov, son Charles R., a brother Lewis, and his grandchildren 
survive the U.S. Army veteran of World War II. 

Retiree John E. Obermeier of Warminster, PA died 
December 31. His wife Gisela, son Ralph T., daughter 
Karin Obermeier Goulding, a sister Renate Hauser and 
grandchildren survive the former Director of Urban Planning. 

Retiree John J. Stricker died January 10 in Perth Amboy. 
His wife Anna, his stepson John Chacko, his sister Dorothy 
Ur, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, survive the U.S. 
Army veteran. 

Retiree George Russo died January 17 in Mount 
Olive. His wife Jeannette, sons Anthony and George and 
daughter Annamarie, sisters Julia Czabowski and Annamarie 
Cagiao and grandchildren survive the U.S. Army veteran of 
World War II. 


Blue Ribbons 


Strizki, Desfossé succeed with Rapid Design concept 


Southampton Township 
officials have heaped praises 
on State Transportation Engineer 
Brian Strizki and Team Leader Kevin 
Desfossé. 

Strizki received accolades for 
organizing the Rapid Design Team to 
fast track projects and DesFossé for his 
fast follow through. 

According to Jack Lipsett, 
Southampton’s Municipal Clerk, the 
team’s timing was perfect. 

“After a three-year wait to get a 
left-turn lane into the Hampton Lakes 
development, I was shocked at how 
fast it got done,” said Lipsett. “We met 
with Mr. Desfossé on October 7 and 
in three weeks the left-turn lane was 
constructed.” 


“Best In Shi 


Desfosse’, Strizki 
“Our mission is to do the job 


quickly,” Desfossé said, 
Commissioner Lettiere’s HyperBuild 
vision. We’ve done four small jobs like 
the Southampton project in record time 
with positive feedback.” 

Lipsett recommends that the 


team stay in place and Desfossé agrees. 


satisfaction,” Desfossé said. “Listening 
to the customer and solving the problem, 
while maintaining design standards, can 
result in roadway improvements with 
positive feedback. 

The team is striving to continually 


the process from beginning to end. 
Identifying and eliminating unnecessary 


refined quick-delivery system. 
According to Desfossé, the diverse 
backgrounds of team members Ferguson 


“in line with 


Simmons allow the Rapid Design Team 
to deliver projects on their own with a 
minimum of outside input. 


pope! Brae by Deputy Attorney General 


A resident engineer can cover 

alot of ground. 

Mike Popiel, who went 
above and beyond his job 

_ description, according to Deputy 

Attorney General Maureen 

Bonney on a case involving the 

Route 35 culvert reconstruction 

and repair job in Neptune in Fall 

2004. 


“We were in a condemnation 
case I was handling for Right of 
Way,” said Bonney. “There were issues in the case with 
our contractors about what they had done and when. We 


Popiel 


had to pay the owners rental for the land based upon 
the times we were actually on or parked on site.” 

According to Bonney, the dollars for damages 
were all over the board. But Popiel’s diaries, 
photographs and records helped NJDOT reach a 
favorable settlement. 

“He even dropped everything on short notice to 
accompany me to a meeting at the owner’s attorney’s 
office,” the attorney said. 

Central Region’s Construction Engineer Tom 
Dowd said that Popiel more than deserved the kudos. 
“Construction’s resident engineers seldom get credit 
for the good jobs they do, and in this case in particular, 
it was well earned,” he said. 


FHWA presents awards to Cunningham, Egan and rseppleye 


Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Division 
Administrator Dennis L. Merida, P.E., presented the Dave 
Powell Excellence Award to three NJDOT employees. 

Merida said that Robert M. Cunningham, Manager 
of Technical Support, Right of Way received the award in 
part because he takes the time to be involved in lengthy 
discussions about innovative methods of acquisition, training 
and educational goals for the betterment of his staff. 

Manager Art Egan of the Office of Emergency 
Management was cited for his tireless efforts to improve the 
emergency operations in New Jersey. “You continuously 
strive to make improvements in both the Emergency Relief 
and Emergency Preparedness programs,” said Merida. 
“You have never let us down. You have built a very strong 
partnership with the FHWA.” 

Lauralee Rappleye, Cultural Resources Supervisor, 
received the award for her commitment to go above and 


beyond her day-to-day duties to 
improve the environmental process. 
“You embrace the partnership 
not only between our two agencies 
but also with numerous other 
stakeholders,” said Merida. 
The Dave Powell Award 
is named for a former NJDOT 
employee who worked for the 
FHWA after he retired from the 
NJDOT as a supervisor of traffic and 
safety personnel. FHWA developed 
the award in Powell’s name after 
his death to recognize the principles that 
included an long-term commitment to enhancing the 
partnership between the NJDOT and the FHWA, while 
achieving quality results for the citizens of New Jersey. 


Rappleye 


Bhavsar receives award for service and dedication 


Director of Project Management Rick Hammer 
presented the Performance Based Recognition Award to Sr. 
Engineer Yogesh Bhavsar for his role as a member of the 
Utility Management System (UMS) Committee. 

The award is given regularly by the Center for 


Improvement Program Committee, chaired by Program 
Manager Steve Lavelle. The CIP within the Division of 
Project Management promotes a more successful project 
management organization through continuous development 
Continued on back page 
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non-value-added steps will lead to a more 
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The 2005 Black History Month program, “Making a difference 
in the community: Redirecting our youth” will be held in 


Headquarters multipurpose room at 2 p.m. on February 15. 


Spicka, Pilsbury : 


B havsar rece ives Continued from page 5 


of people, processes, tools and technology. The CIP is 
comprised of a director and several program managers 
from the Division of Project Management, and bureau 
directors from other areas. 

“The contributions Bhavsar has made to the Project 
Management are remarkable, especially given since he 
has been employed with the NJDOT for less than two 
years,” Hammer said. 

“He worked tirelessly on the project, even on 
weekends, so he could maintain his regular workload.” 

Bhavsar was a Civil Engineer Trainee, Assistant 
Engineer and recently a Senior Engineer. 

The UMS tracks utility documents such as 
agreements between the Division, utilities and designers. 


NM J D OTe rs foc US Continued from page 2 


like prior years,” 
Hundreds of people viewed tapes that included “Active and 
Safe Routes to School,” “Effective Cycling,” “A User’s Guide 
to Roundabouts,” “Children in Traffic” and “Making Streets 
that Work.” 

For those interested in viewing one or several of these 


said Bremer-Nei. “But it was well attended. 


Succession Planners lunch and learn 


For the third time since the Succession Planning program began, 20 members 
attended a “lunch and learn” hour at Headquarters. 

During this informal session, HRDI facilitator Kenneth Lipman-Stern lead a 
discussion about handling a difficult employee. 

Participants included James Lewis of Planning and Development, Caroline 
Carmody of Division of Construction Services and Materials, Nicole Einthoven 
of Capital Program Management, and Jeff Spicka and Michael Pilsbury of 
Operations, North Region. 


The system provides templates for processing utility 
documents. 

Under the direction of UMS Committee ca 
Steve Manera, Bhavsar established 
and maintained coordination between 
the Office of Information Technology 
and Primavera Technical Support (the 
contractor) to meet the deadline. 

“I helped install and troubleshoot the 
system to expedite implementation,” said 
Bhasvar. 

Bhavsar assists Project Manager John 
Campi with capital projects for Program 
Manager Mark Rollo. 


Bhavsar 


tapes, they are available at the video library in the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Resource Center at Rutgers University’s Alan M. 
Voorhees Transportation Center, funded by NJDOT’s Office 
of Bicycle and Pedestrian Programs and the Federal Highway 
Administration. Bremer-Nei will supply a complete listing of 
the available videos to those who contact her at 609.530.3723. 


